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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Largest Consumer Spirit Competition Pivots to 
In-Home Kits and Sets New Records 

The 2020 SIP Awards has revolutionized the spirits industry once again! 

Irvine, CA, July 10, 2020 – The SIP Awards has grown into a movement that is gaining 
traction across the spirits industry. The only competition with sole consumers as judges, 
the SIP Awards provides small and big brands — local and international — an 
opportunity to receive unbiased consumer feedback.  
 
From its inception 12 years ago, the SIP Awards International Spirits Competition 
brought together consumers at local venues to taste and judge spirits and mixers from 
around the world. This year, in the wake of a global pandemic, SIP Awards had to 
quickly evolve and pivot their annual event into an at-home tasting experience. “At first 
we didn’t know how COVID-19 would impact our event but time was not on our side and 
we needed to find a way to have consumers evaluate spirits safely.” - SIP Awards 
Founder & CEO Pouya Hashemi 
 
In comparison to last year's event with 146 judges, the SIP Awards 2020 revolutionary 
digital experience hit a record-breaking 212 consumer judges who evaluate spirits in the 
comfort and safety of their own homes. With more judges providing feedback, this 
contributed to a much more accurate and broader rating method for each of the spirit 
and mixer brands. 
 
Breaking industry standards, the first of its kind, at-home tasting kit included a signature 
NEAT Tasting Glass and 12 curated samples ranging anywhere from a bargain $2 a 
bottle to an ultra premium $1,600 a bottle. Judges are carefully vetted and extensively 
screened to ensure there is no affiliation with marketing, wholesalers, or distributors tied 
to the spirits industry. Utilizing innovative technology, SIP Awards integrated a unique 
barcoding system to identify the location of the brand samples. Leaving no room for 
error, this system tracks the sample from the kitting process and delivery to the 
evaluation provided by the consumer judges.  
 
Despite the global pandemic, the number of entrants for this year's competition saw an 
increase, keeping to the tradition of setting new records. Making history, a diverse 
combination of 981 spirits and mixer brands from around the world participated in the 
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first ever at-home spirits tasting competition. Participating in a revolutionary competition, 
such as the SIP Awards, allows brands both big and small to gain valuable insight on 
their products and compete in an unbiased competition.  
 
Winning a SIP Award is a critical milestone for brands that speak directly to their target 
audience, consumers. Awards include Bronze, Silver, Gold, Double Gold, Platinum, and 
Best of Class in over 100 categories. The most sought after, Consumers' Choice Award, 
honors a brand’s unwavering commitment to their Legacy, Craft, and to the 
ever-important Consumer Palate, by placing in the SIP Awards two or more consecutive 
years.  
 
“A great takeaway for our consumer judges is having that opportunity to discover. By 
having the ability to taste new products and brands, consumers are more open to 
purchasing those that they enjoyed most. As we continue to see more new products 
and brands, The Innovation Award is a way for our consumer judges to really honor and 
highlight brands that are doing something different and unique in the marketplace.” - 
SIP Awards Director of Events, Cher Holmes  
 
The SIP Awards have uniquely positioned themselves in an exploding spirits industry 
and yet again, introduced new standards that continue to revolutionize the spirits 
competition realm. 

Each spirit across the various categories were graded on aroma, taste, and finish. The 
2020 Platinum Best of Class honorees include: 

 
Chawar Blanco 
Agave Based 
www.drinkchawar.com  

Lunazul Añejo 
Agave Based 
www.heavenhill.com  

 
Hotel California Tequila Blanco 
Agave Based 
www.hotelcaliforniatequilausa.com  
 
Gran Centenario Leyenda 
Agave Based 
www.grancentenario.com  
 
Tequila Dame Mas  
Agave Based 
www.tequiladamemas.com  
 
Alphabet Vodka 
Bottle / Packaging Design 
www.drinkalphabet.com  
 
Filliers Single Malt Whisky 10 Y.O.  
Bottle / Packaging Design  
www.filliers.be  

 
D'usse VSOP  
Brandy / Calvados / Cognac 
www.dusse.com  
 
Tom Cat Gin 
Gin / Genever 
www.caledoniaspirits.com/spirit/tom-cat  
 
Revelstoke Bathtub Gin No. 6: Raspberry 
Gin / Genever 
www.jonesdistilling.com  
 
Sông Cái Vietnam Dry Gin 
Gin / Genever 
www.songcaidistillery.com  
 
Grandeza Orange Liqueur 
Liqueur 
www.grandezaspirits.com  
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Fiorente Elderflower 
Liqueur 
www.fiorenteliqueur.com  
 
Ballotin Chocolate Mocha Whiskey Cream 
Liqueur 
www.ballotinwhiskey.com  
 
Sevenzeroeight 23 Low Alcohol, Low Calorie Gin 
Miscellaneous Spirit 
www.708gin.com  
 
Striganov Vodka Crush Guava 
Pre-Mixed / Ready To Drink 
www.aldi.com.au  
 
High Noon Sun Sips - Pineapple 
Pre-Mixed / Ready To Drink 
www.gallo.com  
 
Bacardi Gran Reserva Diez 
Rum / Cachaca / Arrack 
www.bacardi.com  
 
Cutwater Bali Hai Tiki Monkey 
Rum / Cachaca / Arrack 
www.cutwaterspirits.com  
 
Club Caribe Orange Vanilla Rum 
Rum / Cachaca / Arrack 
www.floridadistillers.com  
 
Admiral Nelson's Coconut Rum  
Rum / Cachaca / Arrack 
www.heavenhill.com  
 
Papa's Pilar Sherry-Finished Rum  
Rum / Cachaca / Arrack 
www.papaspilar.com  
 
1934 Bloody Mary Premium Mix 
Specialty Cocktail Mixer (Non-Alcoholic)  
www.1934bbq.com  
 
Soda Press Organic Elderflower  
Specialty Cocktail Mixer (Non-Alcoholic)  
www.sodapressco.com  
 
Deep Eddy Original 
Vodka 
www.heavenhill.com   
 

Smirnoff Green Apple 
Vodka 
www.smirnoff.com  
 
Makoto 23 Japanese Whisky 
Whiskey 
www.bushidowhisky.com  
 
Alexander Murray - Rare Aged Blend 1965 
Whiskey 
www.alexandermurray.com  
 
Lark Distillery  
Whiskey 
www.larkdistillery.com  
 
Country Smooth American Whiskey  
Whiskey 
www.countrysmooth.com  
 
Elijah Craig Rye  
Whiskey 
www.heavenhilldistillery.com  
 
Evan Williams Single Barrel  
Whiskey 
www.heavenhilldistillery.com  
 
Black Velvet Reserve 
Whiskey 
www.heavenhill.com  
 
Talisker 18 Year Old  
Whiskey 
www.malts.com  
 
Bower Hill Special Edition #2 NCF Sherry Cask               
Finished  
Whiskey 
www.bowerhillbourbon.com  
 
Scarabus Scotch  
Whiskey 
www.hunterlaing.com  
 
Legends 100 Bourbon 
Whiskey 
www.spiritsusa.com  
 
Bird Dog Chocolate Flavored Whiskey 
Whiskey 
www.birddogwhiskey.com  
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For a complete list of the SIP Awards categories, winners, photos, and info visit: 
https://sipawards.com  
  
About the SIP Awards  
The SIP Awards provides a unique judging competition for spirit brands to gain 
exposure, feedback, and recognition from unbiased consumers. As the only blind 
tasting competition of its kind, the SIP Awards offers a fair platform for top brands to 
showcase their products to their most discerning audience. To learn more about the SIP 
Awards beverage competition, venue partnerships, or for a complete list of this year’s 
winners, visit https://sipawards.com.  
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